
In 2013, membership in the Old City Cemetery Committee increased 
slightly and we are working toward a further increase in 2014.  The number 
of tours and events also increased slightly in 2013 while the number of at-
tendees and visitors increased substantially.  Though we maintained about 
the same number of volunteers, they handled more activities – gardening, 
tours, research, events and programs.  We plan to actively recruit additional 
members and volunteers in 2014. 
 

As usual, the Lantern Tours sold out a month before the event.  These tours are 
our primary fundraising opportunity and we raised more than $14,000 last Octo-
ber.  Funds generated are used primarily to repair and re-site broken headstones 
and cemetery artifacts.  With monies earned in 2013, we will be able to continue 
headstone repair throughout 2014.  Volunteers put in long hours to ensure the 
historical accuracy and entertainment value of these tours, and we were pleased to 
hear much praise from attendees.  While many come to Lantern Tours year after 
year, we also generated new visitors in 2013. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

On a beautiful fall day last year, 
volunteers gathered for our an-
nual Volunteer Appreciation 
event.  With music from Claudia’s 
Kitchen and ice cream sundaes  
donated by Burr’s, the festivities 
were kicked off by recognition of 
the Sacramento Tree Foundation 
on the Old City Cemetery Com-
mittee’s Roll of Honor stone. 

The Tree Foundation, represented 
by Pamela Sanchez, has been in-
volved with the cemetery since 
2006.  They have furnished five gal-
lon trees at no cost to the ceme-
tery for its reforestation program.  
As our century-plus English elms 
succumb to Dutch Elm disease, they 

(Continued on page 3) 
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President’s Message                  Judy Eitzen 
As volunteers continue to offer well-
designed and entertaining tours, atten-
dees continues to increase in numbers.   
 

As the climate continues to remain dry (a 
three-year drought so far), cemetery 
trees and plants require additional atten-
tion. 
 

As we work to establish a more formal-
ized relationship with the City, OCCC 
members will work closely with City staff. 
 

We need more members and volunteers 
to help achieve these activities and our 
goals of preservation and improving 
community access to the Cemetery. 
 

I urge all current members to renew 
quickly and consider a monetary dona-
tion to further the goals of the OCCC.     
 

Please encourage others to join the 
OCCC as members and/or volunteers.  
We need volunteers in all areas of 
Cemetery activities: research, assis-
tance to visitors, tours, gardening, main-
tenance, etc.  We particularly need peo-
ple who can volunteer on weekends 
when we expect the largest number of 
visitors. 
 

Assisting and educating visitors about 
Sacramento’s history and the people 
who made history is very satisfying. 
Please join in.  
 
 
 

Comments, questions, concerns to: 
Judy Eitzen, President 
Old City Cemetery Committee, Inc. 

In 2014, we’re planning a summer evening fundraiser 
and a couple of evening events in late spring.  (see 
page 5)  Be sure to check the website for details.  
(www.oldcitycemetery.com.) 
 

OCCC Board members are working with City staff to 
develop and implement a Memorandum of Under-
standing to define the roles of City staff, volunteers 
and OCCC.  Implementation is planned for 2014.  In 
addition, the City is presently examining the Cemetery 
Archives building for structural deficiencies.  Among 
other things, the roof leaks.  Because the building was 
erected in 1893, it should be repaired in manner ap-
propriate to that time.  City staff are working with an 
archival architectural firm and plan to complete an 
evaluation in early spring.  Meantime, Archives volun-
teers are working in the visitor’s Center to be avail-
able to assist Cemetery visitors. 
 

City Parks Department has assumed management of 
the Cemetery facility.  Present City staff will continue 
on site and OCCC volunteers are working with Parks 
staff.  Cemetery activities (tours, etc.) will continue 
under the auspices of Old Sacramento. 
 

2014 is already bringing changes and OCCC members 
and volunteers are looking forward to expanding our 
program of activities. 

(Continued from page 1) 

2013—2014, con’t. 

Rose Garden Update 
 

Mottisfont Abbey's head rose gardener, Jonny Bass, 
visited in December.  This garden is the site of the 
United Kingdom's National Collection of Old Garden 
Roses. 
 

The annual Pruning Party was held on January 18, at-
tended by more than twenty volunteers. Pruning and 
planting continue as we prepare for this year's Open 
Garden, scheduled for April 12 from 9:30-2.  
 

We are putting some of our funds to use by upgrading 
the Rose Garden irrigation system, installing above-
ground control boxes.  With water shortages loom-
ing, this will reduce waste and allow us to quickly re-
spond to watering needs. 
 

Barbara Oliva has become Curator Emeritus for the 
rose garden, and Anita Clevenger is now the cura-
tor.  Anita worked under Barbara's tutelage for eleven 
years, gradually assuming more maintenance and man-
agement responsibilities.   They will continue to work 
together to assure continuity and continued preserva-
tion of our internationally-renowned historic rose 
collection.     
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are replaced with various tree genera to ensure 
a diverse tree canopy. 
 

As volunteers and guests ate delicious ice cream, 
20 volunteers were called up to the podium for 
a certificate, a small gift and the Committee’s 
heartfelt thanks for the incredible variety of skills 
each brings to the cemetery.   

 

(Continued from page 1) Judy Eitzen, OCCC Board President, presided 
over the ceremony and handed out certifi-
cates and gifts to those present.   She praised 
our volunteer corps for their devotion and 
furtherance of committee goals for the ceme-
tery.  She succinctly expressed what we all 
feel about cemetery volunteers – that with 
them we have accomplished incredible feats.  
We look forward to more challenges and ad-
ventures in the future.  

Special Recognition was given to 
the following volunteers: 
 
Steve Bartel, OCCC Treasurer 
Eric Bradner, Tour Docent 
Richard Dotters, Tour Docent 
Debbie Gonsalves, Visitor Center  
Bev & John Gonzales, Adopt A Plot 
Mike Horrell, Events 
Melanie Howard, Tour Docent 
Laura Hughes, Rose Garden 
Leslie Hurlburt, Hamilton Square 
Gordon & Pat Hutchings, Archives 
Tom & Karen Jefferson, Rose Garden 
Kris Klein, Webmaster & OCCC Board  
Bryan Krofchek, Archives 
Nancy Laran, Adopt & Archives 
Janelle Michel, Rose Garden 
Kathryn MacKenzie, Rose Garden 
Mary Monteiro, Adopt A Plot 
Mattie Parfitt, Tour Docent 
Jean & John Robins, Tours/Graphics 
Marcia Rogers, Archives 
Pat Schink, Rose Garden 
Nancy Simpson, Adopt A Plot 
Carole Taverna, Adopt A Plot 
Paul Townsend, Native Plants 

Top: 
Stone of Honor 
Middle: 
Pamela San-
chez of the 
Tree Founda-
tion & Judy 
Eitzen 
Bottom:  
Laura Hughes, 
Leslie Hurlburt 
& Kris Klein 
with Judy 
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St. Valentines's Day. 
(Written by Blush Rose) 

Reprinted from the Pacific Rural Press 
Volume 21, Number 7, 12 February 1881 

 
The "boy god" is out on his mission today, 
He will fling forth his arrows, and speed him away ; 
His darts are all tipped with love's rosiest balm, 
He wounds but to heal, it will do them no harm. 
 
He's an archer, a minstrel, a wizard, whose wand 
Discloses your fate without "crossing his hand ;" 
The song that he sings is the sweet lay of old, 
Like "pictures of silver and apples of gold." 

 
You can welcome him kindly if you do nothing more, 
Tis but once in a year that he knocks at your door ; 
He visits in kindness and offers you joy, 
He’s Cupid's own archer, this "god of a boy." 
 
If his tiniest dart you should dare to disdain, 
It will rankle and fret 'till it causes you pain ; 
Then keep him not waiting, but list to his lay, 
There’s much to be done on St. Valentine’s Day. 
 

Jennie's Valentine. 
(Reprinted from the 

Sacramento Daily Union, 
Volume 38, Number 5891 

12 February 1870) 
 
I'll give you a kiss, if you divine 
Who 'tis that sends this Valentine ; 
But promise, if your guess falls true, 
For my poor one you'll forfeit two. 
If, justice done, should you complain, 
Your forfeit I’ll return again. 
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OCCC Volunteers have planned an 
ambitious program of tours and 
events for 2014.  We begin with 
Museum Day when a number of 
local museums offer free admission.  
Of course, the Cemetery is always 
open free to the public and we will 
have guided tours on demand on 
Museum Day, Sat. February 1. 
 

Our Saturday morning tours are 
listed below and include history and 
garden tours.  This year, we’re of-

Saturday Morning Tours 

African-American History February 22 

Mausoleums and Tombs Mar 1 

Sons of Union Vets Mar 9 

What’s Blooming Mar 15 

Drugs in the Old West Apr 5 

Sacramento History Tour for Kids (4th grade 
and above) 

Apr 19 

What’s Blooming in the Rose Garden April 26 

Melody and Murder May 3 

Medical Bag Tour May 10 

What’s Blooming May 17 

Curtain Up! June 7 

Spiritualism and Suffrage July 12 

Cemetery Families – Loving or Lethal? August 2 

Bad Poetry & Purple Prose August 16 

A Dozen More Ways to Die September 6 

Cemetery Adventures for Children (3rd 
Grade & Below) 

  
September 20 

Schoolhouse Tour September 20 

Symbolism and Victorian Funeral Customs October 4 

What’s Blooming October 18 

Battles, Skirmishes and Forays November 8 

Fall Color in the Rose Garden November 22 

fering two special tours just for 
kids.  Check the calendar below 
and put these dates on your calen-
dar. 
 

Several special events will be of-
fered this year: Open Garden in 
April, Lantern Tours in October as 
well as other evening events. 
 

Historic Rose Garden volunteers 
will hold “Deadheading At Dusk” 
the first Monday of each month 

beginning in May.  These will begin 
at 6:30 and present an opportunity 
to visit the Cemetery at dusk while 
nipping roses. 
 

Two special evening events are 
planned for May that include music 
in the Cemetery. (May 3 & May 10)   
Details of these events and ticket-
ing information will be posted on 
the Old City Cemetery website 
(www.oldcitycemetery.com). 
 

Lantern Tours will be conducted 
over two weekends in October.  
These costumed events attract visi-
tors from around the region and 
sell out quickly.  Details on the 
website.  Look for ticketing infor-
mation around the end of August. 
 

Rose Garden volunteers will con-
duct classes in Old Garden Roses, 
Rose Propagation and Rose Pruning 
(see box below). 
 

It looks to be a full year of activi-
ties; please plan to join in the fun. 

Historic Rose Garden Classes 
 
May 10—Old Garden Roses 
September  6—Propagating Roses 
December 6—Pruning Roses 

African-American History Tour 2013 
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In the summer of 2010, I saw an old, tramp art* 
framed photograph on the living room shelf of my 
friend Tara.  Thinking they must be ancestors, I 
asked who they were. She said, “I don’t know.  A 
friend saw it in an antique shop and thought I’d like 
the frame, so she bought it for me.”  I said, 
“Wouldn’t it be fun to find out who they are 
somehow?” Tara told me to look on the back.  I 
turned the photo over, and on brittle paper, a fam-
ily member had written the names and dates of 
those in the picture (including Guard, the dog).  I 
suggested it would be wonderful to return the 
photo to the family if we could find out the who's 
and where’s.  I did some online research and found 
some information on most of the family, but the 
photo remained on the shelf.  For Christmas 2011, 
Tara gave me the photo.  She felt it was more 
mine than hers. 
 

I became a volunteer in the cemetery Archives in 
spring 2012, and signed up for Ancestry.com. 
(www.ancestry.com)  Jeanne Baldwin suggested I 
practice using Ancestry by picking a person or 
family to research.  I remembered the photo and 
confirmed most of the information I had found 
earlier.  In November, I found that another Ances-
try member had posted the exact same photo.  It 

had hand-written names at the bottom which varied 
a little from the ones on my photo.  I emailed the 
member, but I didn’t get a response … until July 
2013.  That member, Peter, doesn’t use Ancestry 
much and had just found my email.  He said he was a 
family member, and wondered if I still had the photo.  
I told him I would love to send it back to its rightful 
owners, and wrote him the story of how I came to 
have possession of it.  We corresponded a few more 
times, and it turns out he’s the grandson of the little 
baby in the lower left-hand corner.   
 

He gave me some brief family background, such as 
his uncles still own the original family Buick dealer-
ship in New York (the oldest one in the country).  
Peter lives in Gainesville, Florida and was a mayoral 
candidate last year.  He invited me to visit him if I  
am ever in the area, and suggested we meet if he 
were to come to California.  I packaged up the 
photo and sent it to him, and was a little sad about 
losing “my” family treasure. 
 

It felt great to be able to return a historical family 
photo to its owners who cherish it, and I never ex-
pected to make such a wonderful connection by be-
coming an OCCC volunteer.  Maybe I’ll have to start 
looking more in antique shops … 

* from Wikipedia:  Tramp Art was an art 
movement found throughout the world where 
small pieces of wood, primarily from discarded 
cigar boxes and shipping crates, were whittled 
into layers of geometric shapes having the out-
side edges of each layer notch carved. It was 
popular in the years between the 1870s to the 
1940s when the art form started to decline.  
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Many OCCC volunteers do so because they are in-
terested in history—families, places, and events.  
This is especially true of Cemetery Archives volun-
teers.  The Internet has brought about increased 
opportunities for the researcher to locate informa-
tion.  Of course, examining primary source materials 
(diaries, photographs, documents and the like) is the 
preferred means to identify and verify historical facts 
and the Internet has brought many primary source 
materials as close as one’s computer. (see Ances-
try.com p.6) Here are some additional resources. 
 

California Bound 
http://www.sfgenealogy.com/cal iforniabound/
cbindex.htm 
This site contains passenger lists for ships and wagon 
trains traveling to California between 1848 and 
1873. The lists are transcribed from microfilm of the 
New York Daily Times, the New York Herald, the New 
Orleans Picayune, the Panama Star, the Panama Her-
ald, and the Boston Daily Evening Transcript. When 
possible, passengers will be linked to the ship they 
later boarded on the Pacific side of the Isthmus for 
the final leg of the journey to San Francisco. 
 

California Death Records and Indexes 
http://www.deathindexes.com/index.html 
This website is a directory of links to websites with 
online death indexes, listed by state and county. In-
cluded are death records, death certificate indexes, 
death notices and registers, obituaries, probate in-
dexes, and cemetery and burial records.  
 

California Newspaper Project 
http://cnp.ucr.edu/ 
The California Newspaper Project is an 18 year ef-
fort by the Center for Bibliographical Study & Re-
search (UC) to identify, describe and preserve Cali-
fornia newspapers. Close to 9,000 California news-
papers were inventoried in over 1,400 repositories 
throughout the state, and 1.5 million pages of Cali-
fornia newspapers were preserved.  On this site, 
one can locate newspapers held in libraries.  One of 
their projects is the California Digital Newspa-
per Collection http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc  
Here, one can find newspaper articles online.  More 
than 61,000 issues of newspapers from 1846 to the 
present have been digitized and are available online.   
 

National Digital Newspaper Program 
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/ 
The National Digital Newspaper Program, a partner-
ship between the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities and the Library of Congress, is a long-term 
effort to develop an Internet-based, searchable data-
base of U.S. newspapers with descriptive information 
and select digitization of historic pages.  
 

Sacramento Historical Society 
http://www.sachistoricalsociety.org/#!/ 
This local organization has digitized materials on their 
website, in particular issues of the publication, 
Golden Notes, which includes information about 
early Sacramentans. 
 

Sacramento History Online 
http://www.sacramentohistory.org/index.html 
Sacramento History Online is a joint project of four 
Sacramento County institutions to digitize and catalog 
over 2000 items from their collections in the field of 
two important areas of Sacramento history; agricul-
ture and transportation.  The digitized collection in-
cludes many unique images from Sacramento’s past. 
 

City of Sacramento Open Data Portal 
http://data.cityofsacramento.org/home/ 
This new section of the City’s website is designed to 
promote transparency and accountability of city gov-
ernment.  While most of the information is current, 
census data and other subjects (e.g., tree locations) 
may be useful to researchers.  The City will add new 
data sets as they become available.  The City’s legisla-
tive history and documents are also available online at 
http://records.cityofsacramento.org/.  
 

California State Library— 
California History Room 
http://www.library.ca.gov/calhist/index1.html 
The California History Section holds a major collec-
tion of documents from and about California's rich 
history. The documents range from books, maps, 
newspapers, and periodicals, to pictorial materials 
(including daguerreotypes, lithographs, stereographs, 
and paintings) and ephemera (such as posters, pro-
grams, pamphlets, and sheet music). Catalogs of these 
materials are available online. 



Mission Statement 
 

To join hands with the community to restore, 
beautify, preserve and protect the Historic City 
Cemetery, while maintaining access by 
descendants of the deceased, and to provide 
educational services to all visitors to the 
Historic City Cemetery of Sacramento.  

Old City Cemetery 
Committee, Inc. 

 
1000 Broadway 

Sacramento, CA 95818 
916-448-0811 

www.oldcitycemetery.com 

SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 1, 2014 
9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 
Cemetery Tours 


